
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
ALLERDALE

Meeting date: 17th January 2020

From: Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members with the background 
and details of the proposed alterations to speed restrictions in the 
Allerdale area, following statutory consultation and advertisement. 

1.2 A copy of the Notice, which summarised the proposed restrictions in 
the Order, is attached as Appendix 1.

1.3 A copy of the Statement of Reasons for proposing to make the Order, 
is attached as Appendix 19.

1.4 The report will enable Members to decide whether the Order referred to 
in paragraph 3.1 of this report should be brought into operation, having 
taken into account the letters of representation received during the 
statutory consultation and advertisement. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed alterations to speed restrictions are designed to improve 
traffic flow and traffic management within the areas addressed, while 
also providing a safe and effective transport network.

2.2 The restrictions proposed, comply with Cumbria County Council’s 
forward plan of creating a safe and secure community, whilst providing 
a high quality environment for all.

2.3 There are no Equality implications.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That, having taken into consideration the matters contained in section 
122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this report, and the 



representations received during the statutory consultation and 
advertisement, Members agree that “The County of Cumbria (Various 
Roads in the Borough of Allerdale) (Consolidation and Provision of 
Speed Limits) Order 20><” (“the Order”) be brought into operation as 
advertised, save for the following proposals which are to be 
abandoned and not implemented: -

(i) Proposal No. 7 at Kirkbride (appendix 9) - To introduce a 40mph 
“buffer” at the eastern extent of the village. This would also reduce the extent 
of the 30mph limit and replace it with 40mph; and

(ii) Proposal No. 9 at Newton Arlosh (appendix 11) - To reduce the length 
of the 30mph limit on the southern approach to the village. 

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Informal consultation took place in October 2018 on a number of potential 
alterations to speed limits in the Allerdale area. 

4.2 16 proposals were then progressed to statutory consultation and 
advertisement, commencing on 26 July 2019, with a deadline for responses 
of 16 August 2019. 25 responses were received in total, a summary of which 
is attached as Appendix 2, along with officer comments.

4.3 A brief summary outlining each proposal and the feedback received is 
summarised as follows:

4.4 Proposal No. 1 – Allonby. To reduce the length of the 30 mph limit at the 
northern approach to the village. 3 responses were received, all objecting to 
an increase in speed limit. Officers recommend to proceed to implement as 
advertised, as the proposed new extent is intended to reduce vehicle speeds 
at the key point before the properties commence. A drawing showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 3.

4.5 Proposal No. 2 – Blencogo. To extend the 30 mph speed restriction at the 
western extent of the village. No responses were received during the 
statutory consultation period. Officers recommend to proceed to implement 
as advertised. A drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 4.

4.6 Proposal No. 3 – Blindcrake. To introduce a 30 mph speed restriction 
through the village. Note that this limit is currently in place on a temporary 
basis. No responses were received during the statutory consultation period. 
Officers recommend to proceed to implement as advertised. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 5.

4.7 Proposal No. 4 – Broughton Moor. To reduce the length of the 30mph speed 
restriction at both the western and eastern extents of the village and replace 
with national speed limit. Also to introduce a 40 mph “buffer” on the southern 
approach to the village. 4 responses were received, 2 objecting, and 2 
providing comment on the proposed extents. Officers recommend to 
proceed to implement as advertised, as the proposed new extent is intended 
to reduce vehicle speeds at the key point approaching the village, while the 



40 mph “buffer” should aid in gradually reducing traffic speeds beforehand. A 
drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 6.

4.8 Proposal No. 5 – Dean. To introduce a 30 mph speed restriction through the 
village. No responses were received during the statutory consultation period. 
Officers recommend to proceed to implement as advertised. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 7.

4.9 Proposal No. 6 – Flimby. To reduce the length of the 30 mph limit at the 
southern extent of the village and replace with national speed limit. No 
responses were received during the statutory consultation period. Officers 
recommend to proceed to implement as advertised. A drawing showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 8. 

4.10 Proposal No. 7 – Kirkbride. To introduce a 40 mph “buffer” at the eastern 
extent of the village. This would also reduce the extent of the 30 mph limit. 4 
responses were received all objecting to the proposal. In addition, a petition 
containing 71 signatures was also received. Officers subsequently met 
representatives of the Parish Council on site to discuss the proposal and the 
concerns of the residents. The grounds for the objections largely centred on 
the impact the 40 mph would have on road safety at the junction with Birch 
Hill Lane. Taking on board all of the comments received, officers 
recommend that this proposal be abandoned.  A drawing showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 9. 

4.11 Proposal No. 8 – Mawbray. To introduce a 30 mph speed restriction through 
the village. No responses were received during the statutory consultation 
period. Officers recommend to proceed to implement as advertised. A 
drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 10.

4.12 Proposal No. 9 – Newton Arlosh. To reduce the length of the 30 mph limit on 
the southern approach to the village and replace with national speed limit. 2 
responses were received during statutory consultation, both objecting to an 
increase in speed limit. As a result, officers recommend that the proposal be 
abandoned. A drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 11.

4.13 Proposal No. 10 – Oulton. To introduce a 40 mph “buffer” at the northern 
extent of the village. This would also reduce the extent of the 30 mph limit. 2 
responses were received during statutory consultation, both in favour of the 
changes. Officers recommend to proceed to implement as advertised. A 
drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 12.

4.14 Proposal No. 11 – Thirlmere. To make permanent the existing temporary 40 
mph speed restriction on the A591 at Thirlmere. 4 responses were received, 
1 in favour and 3 objecting. Officers recommend to proceed to implement as 
advertised, as the Infrastructure Recovery Programme (IRP) Team advised 
that the temporary 40 mph limit be retained due to prevailing environmental 
issues as a result of the unique local geography. A drawing showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 13.

4.15 Proposal No. 12 – Thursby. To introduce a 40 mph “buffer” at the western 
extent of the village. 1 response was received during statutory consultation, 
in agreement with reducing the speed limit, however requesting that it be 



reduced to 30 mph. Officers recommend to proceed to implement as 
advertised, as 40 mph is deemed to be the most suitable limit given the 
existing speeds, while private access points will not directly front onto the 
road in question. A drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 
14.

4.16 Proposal No. 13 – Waverbridge. This proposal to introduce a 40 mph speed 
restriction was abandoned after the initial consultation so was not included in 
the proposed Order.

4.17 Proposal No. 14 – Lowmoor Road, Wigton. To extend the existing 30 mph 
speed limit and also introduce a 40 mph “buffer” approaching the town. 1 
response was received, querying specifics of the proposal. These were 
addressed and no objection arose. Officers recommend to proceed to 
implement as advertised. A drawing showing the proposal is attached as 
Appendix 15.

4.18 Proposal No. 15 – Curthwaite Road, Thursby. To reduce the extent of the 30 
mph speed limit at the western extent of West Curthwaite. Also to introduce 
a 40 mph speed restriction in place of the existing 30 mph between Thursby 
and West Curthwaite. 2 responses were received during statutory 
consultation, both objecting to an increase in speed limit. Officers 
recommend to proceed to implement as advertised, as 40 mph is deemed to 
be the more suitable limit for the stretch of road, while drivers should be 
expected to alter their speed as appropriate for specific hazards. A drawing 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 16.

4.19 Proposal No. 16 – High Seaton. To extend the existing 30 mph speed 
restriction to cover the new housing development. No responses were 
received during statutory consultation. Officers recommend to proceed to 
implement as advertised. A drawing showing the proposal is attached as 
Appendix 17.

4.20 Proposal No. 17 – Brigham. To extend the 30 mph speed restriction at the 
southern extent of the village. 1 response was received in favour of the 
proposal. Officers recommend to proceed to implement as advertised. A 
drawing showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 18.

4.21 A further response was received, not directly relating to any of the proposals, 
but querying why consideration was not given to reducing the speed limit in 
Beckfoot. This has since been added to the request list for review at a future 
date.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members may agree the Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of this Report.

5.2 Members may decide not to agree the Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of
this Report.

5.3 Members may recommend that the Order be brought into force to an extent
that differs to that recommended in paragraph 3.1 (providing that the extent



of the restrictions proposed to be introduced are less onerous than those 
which were advertised).

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Estimated costs of £8,000 are to be met from budget allocation for 
QALNPRNGS

6.2 Future maintenance costs will need to be met from Highways revenue 
allocation.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (“the 
1984 Act”) detailed below, in considering whether it is expedient to agree to the 
implementation of the Traffic Regulation Order detailed in this Report for the reason 
specified at section 1(1) (a) of the 1984 Act, namely for avoiding danger to persons 
or other traffic using the road or any other road or for preventing the likelihood of 
any such danger arising. 
7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 

exercising that duty are: -

(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to premises;

(b) the effect on amenities of an area;

(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 
Environment Act 1995;

(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 
and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.

7.3 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 g) of the 
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance 
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984, 
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the 
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the 
appropriate member body to introduce such charges. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 That “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads in the Borough of Allerdale) 
(Consolidation and Provision of Speed Limits) Order 20><” should be 



brought into operation as per the recommendation in paragraph 3.1 of this 
report.

Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

December 2019
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Electoral Division(s): Aspatria, Bothel and Wharrels, Maryport South, 
Cockermouth South, Thursby, Solway Coast, Wigton, 
Keswick, and Seaton.

*  Please remove whichever option is not applicable

Executive Decision *Yes

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.



N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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